
Third Sunday of Easter – C 
 

“You learn something new every day.”  That saying has a lot of 
truth to it, even when it comes to studying Scripture.  There’s 
such depth to the books of the bible that we can never exhaust 
their meaning. 

That came home to me again this week as I began my 
preparation of today’s homily.  The prevailing interpretation of 
today’s Gospel, for example, has been to highlight a seeming 
inclination of Jesus’ closest followers to go back to their old 
way of life after Jesus’ death.  They were devastated, so the 
interpretation goes, and couldn’t think of anything else to do.  
For this group of bible scholars Peter’s statement “I am going 
fishing” sums up that attitude. 

But we always benefit by reading the scriptures as closely as 
possible.  The account of Jesus’ appearance to the disciples on 
the shore of the Sea of Galilee, John says, was the third time 
Jesus had appeared to them.  We heard of the other two times 
that John was referring to in last Sunday’s Gospel. 

Then, you might remember, Jesus breathed on the disciples, 
bestowing the Holy Spirit upon them, and sent them on mission 
to proclaim the Good News of our salvation through the death 
and resurrection of the Lord.  Today’s reading follows that one. 

So, what if we looked at what is happening in today’s Gospel as 
as an attempt to fulfill that mission?  There are difficulties, to be 
sure.  Preaching the gospel in the middle of the night, while in a 
fishing boat with lines in the water, does not seem particularly 
effective.  Some of the seven people named at the beginning of 
today’s reading were not even fishermen to begin with.   



But before we give up on the idea that the disciples were already 
starting their mission of proclaiming the Good News, it’s worth 
remembering that, when Jesus first called Peter, he told him that 
he would make him a fisher of men.  Maybe Peter simply 
thought to himself, “Well, you have to start somewhere.  I guess 
I’ll get out the boat.” 

That’s where the conversation between Jesus on the shore and 
the disciples in the boat comes into play.  After a night of 
fruitless effort, the disciples have nothing to show for it.  Jesus 
instructs them, telling them to cast their nets on the other side of 
the boat.  Then, the work bears abundant fruit. 

Whether we think about it or not, we are always on mission in 
our life.  Even if we think of that mission in very rudimentary 
terms like, “I want to be a good person” that in itself has a 
missionary character. 

The issue is, are we trying to do that on our own, in the 
recognition of right and wrong that comes from the moral 
teaching we received?  Or do we see our mission as intimately 
linked to our relationship with the Lord, and its success tied to 
doing as he tells us, as we are inspired to do by the Holy Spirit 
in the present moment? 

Only the latter approach makes room for the task of reading the 
signs of the times in the light of faith and responding to the 
needs of the modern world in ways that will truly bear fruit.  
Being willing to foster our communion with God by engaging in 
a regular, ongoing prayer life is how we do that.   
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Such a life includes steeping ourselves in the documents and 
traditions of our faith but it does not stop there.  It sees the 
fundamental importance of applying the truths of our tradition to 
what is going on in the here and now according to the Spirit of 
Jesus. 

One of the great theologians I’ve had the privilege of learning 
from was Fr. Karl Rahner, one of the theological architects of 
the Second Vatican Council.  One of his famous sayings was 
that we should pray with the bible in one hand and the 
newspaper in the other. 

Peter had the mistaken impression that he could “go fishing” 
relying on his own experience and expertise.  In fact, he would 
always need to rely on the Lord and the inspiration of his holy 
Spirit if his work was to bear fruit. 

That’s still the case, regardless of how we have been called to 
participate in the mission of proclaiming the Gospel.  It’s as true 
for the kindergarten teacher as it is for the soup kitchen 
volunteer, as true for the parish priest as it is for the farmer or 
salesperson. 

When we become frustrated with lack of results, one question 
we can always check ourselves with is, “Have I taken this to the 
Lord in prayer?  Have I listened for his voice and followed his 
direction?”  Or have I been trying to do it my way? 

 


